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St Nicholas: Old English Text 

Hic incipit prologus de Sancto Nicholao episcopo 7 confessore 

Witooliee, relc prere wyrhta pe unwislie wyree agino to wyreenne, ne mreg 

beon feager ne staoelfrest geteald; ne eae pret gewrit pe unwis mann ongino 

3 to macigenne, ne bio hit na wislie to spreeanne ne god to understandenne. 

Ne hrefst pu me ofte gebedon, leofe freder Anastasi, pret ic pe utarehte mid 

Lredenliere sprreee pres eadigestan Nicholaes gebyrdtida 7 his arwuroe lif, 7 

6 pa manigfealde taene pe drihten dyde purh him. And ie lohannes, Sanet[i] 

lanuaries peowe, pe eom nu gebunden mid diaeonhade 7 pres hades 

unwuroe eom, pe geandwyrde mines litles andgytes pret ic gewilnode 

9 swiOor to leornigenne, ponne swilce pineg to writenne, forpon ie wat me to 

beonne unseadwis on swa deorwurdra sprreea. Ae swa peah, forpan 

apostoliean ewide pe pu haefst on pon halgan Nicholae, ie nylle pe na beon 

12 ungehersum. Bc ie ondrrede gif ic hit onginne pret pa godan mregstres 

geond pas woruld me seulan getealan 7 eae unwuroia betwuxen heom. 

Nu forpan ic bidde pe, arwuroe freder Anastasi, pret pu 7 ealle pine 

15 gebroore biddan pan relmihtige Gode pret he untene mine tunge 7 

anopenige min andget to pises mannes spreee, eal swa he geopeneo pres 

eilde tunga 7 hit wel spreeole maeao. Eae ooore stunde ponne his willa is, 

18 he geopeneo prere dumben nytene muo to meniseere spreee; swa he mreg 

eae minne muo geopenian purh eowre bene gif his willa sy, pret ic onginne 

to herigenne mid Lredenliere spreee. 

21 le hit wille nu onginnen mid Godes fylste [p.I72] eallum pam 

mannum to wuromente pe on him blissiao. Eae, ie bidde eadmodliee ealle 

pa wise rrederes pe to pissere rredinge ganggao, pret heo me ne fordeman 

24 gif heom prer on aht mislieige, ae gemiltsigan hi, ic bidde, minre elde 7 

minre geeynde. Gemunan heo eae hu ic eom nu fiftene gear on elde, 

tyddedic of geeynde, swa peah ic awrat pres halgenes gebyrotide 7 his 

27 derewuroe lif 7 pa manigfealde taene pe drihten dyde purh him mid 

Title in red minuscules 
1 WitoiUice] Red initial wyn 
1 wyrcc] wyrcp (corrected by scribe) 
6 sancti] sanctus 
11 pe pu] pe pu pe pu sic. 
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The Old English Life of St Nicholas 

Lredenlicre sprece, eal swa Theodius, se heahfreder, hit awrat on greciscere 

tunge, 7 hit swa seoMan srende pan ealdormen Theodore to wun'}mente. Nu 

30 leofe broore, biddan we pisum direwuroen halege pret he us to drihtne 

gepingie, 7 pret we moton purh his halige geearnunge pres deofles 

costnunge wiostandan 7 after pisum life pa ecan blisse underfangen. 

Explicit prologus Sancti Nicholai. lncipit Vita 

33 Se eadige Nicholaus of repelan cynne wrero upasprungan, 7 he wunode on 

prere burh Patera gehaten. Witodlice, his freder 7 his moder wreron refre 

mid pan heagestan 7 mid pan betstan geteald inne prera ilcan burh; ac peah 

36 pe hi wreron on swa mycelan wuroscipe wunigende, swa peah hi hrefdon 

mare heare gepanc to pam upplican rice ponne renige geglrenge to hrebbone 

on eoroe. Hi fandodon hu hi hrebban mihton clrene lif betwuxon heom: 

39 micel Godes gife wres on heom, forponpe hi cunnedon hu hi mihton heo 

selfe betst gehealdan fram flresclicum lustum. 7 pa pa hi wreron on heora 

iugeoe rerest togredere gedon, 7 hi hrefdon begeton pis gesrelige cild, pa 

42 oftuge heo heom selfum ealle flresclice lustes, 7 sohton to Godes huse 

swiOe gelome, 7 prer georne pancedon ure hlaforde Criste pret he of heom 

geuoe cild to gestreonenne, 7 mid ealre eadmodnesse dreghwamlice heara 

45 bedu gefyldon. Witodlice, drihten geherde pa heora bena, 7 geteopede 

heom be pam cilde pret pret heo ret him geornlice bredon, 7 he pa ateowde 

his mildheortnesse on pan cilde. 

48 Eal swa hit geboren wearo 7 hit sucende wres on his modor breoste, 

pa wres he gewune reIce wo[d]nesdrege 7 relce fridrege pret he nolde sucan 

buton rene on dreg 7 belaf ponum swa foro to pam oorum drege. Soolice, be 

51 pisum Godes tacn wres ateowod hu mrere man he gewurpen scolde. He 

we ox pa 7 ongan wel to peonne; 7 eal swa he of cildhade to mare elde 

becom, pa ne cepte he nan pincg of pises middaneardes welon, ac wres ooer 

54 hwile mid his freder 7 mid his moder, 7 oper hwile he eode ane to cirican; 7 

swa hwret swa he prerinne geherde rredan of halgan gewritum, eall he hit on 

his heorte behydde 7 freste belaf on his gemynde. 

Title in red minuscules 
33 Se] red initial S 
49 wodnesdregej womesdrege 
50 buton] huton (corrected by scribe) 
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St Nicholas: Old English Text 

57 Da gelamp hit pret his freder 7 his modor wreron of pisan life 

gewitene, 7 he smeade pa on his gepance oft 7 gelome pret ure hlaford Crist 

cwreo on his godspeUe: Qui non renuntiauerit omnia que possidet, non 

60 potest nostris esse discipulis. Dret is: 'Se pe ne forwyrpo eaU pret he ah, ne 

mreg he naht beon min leornigccniht'. [p.I73] Da pohte he eaU swa to 

donne refter pan halige Godes worde, ae he ondrred him manne ymbesprece 

63 7 pret hi sceoldon hine wurpian for swilce pingum, 7 hit ponne wrere his 

drihtne pres pe ungetwenne. EaU pis he gepohte ane on his gepance 7 nolde 

hit nanum mannum cypen buto Gode anum, pe ealre manne pohtes symle 

66 beseeawao. Hine he bred swiOe geornlice pret he moste his eahte swa 

befadian swa hit his drihtne licwurpest wrere, pret him ne arise nan heriunge 

prerof fram mannum. 

69 Under pan pe he pis wylc on his mode, pa wunode prer an god man 

on prera ilean burh: se wres swioe spedig 7 swioe wurOfuU geteald betwux 

pan repelboren mannum, ac he wearo prerrefter swa hafeleas 7 swa swiOe 

72 earm, pret he nrefde swa micel to Gode pret he mihte his earme lif mide 

forobringen. He hrefde eac preo dohtra, eaUe mredene, 7 for heora 

hafeleaste forhogode earme menn on heom to wifienne. Da wolde he ora 

75 freder lreton hen beon horan pret hi mihton his earme lif huru mid pan 

forobringan. Hwaet pa, buto pret seo miccle sceame wearo cua pa swa wid 

swa seo burh wres, 7 pret folc hrefde miccle sprece prerymbe. 

78 And eal swa se halige wer Nicholaus pret geherde, pa hreaw him 

swiOe se earme man 7 his dohtra pe wreron of repele byrde gecuman; 7 

pohte he om to helpone of prere rehte pe wres pa get on his gewealde, pret 

81 seo unrihte drede wurae purh pon niOer alegd, 7 pa mredene ne sceoldon 

wurpen befylde mid pan openlice hordome. 

Witodliee, he nolde pret hit renig man witen sceolde buton Criste ane. 

84 Hwaet, pa se Godes deorlincg ongan to besceawinne on hwilce time he hit 

mihte swa digollice don pret se pe hit habban sceolde ne mihte witon hwret 

he wrere pe him god dyde. Da cepte he anes times nihtes pa pa menn on 

87 heora bedde wreron 7 hit swiOe gedrih wres, 7 nam him pa god drel goldes 7 

geband hit innen anum clape, 7 for to pres wrecces mannes huse, 7 wearp 

pret gold inn purh anum eahpyrle wel stillice 7 eode sona aweg pret hit nan 

90 mann nyste. 

67 his] 'h'is 
86 him] hit (corrected by scribe) 
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The Old English Life of St Nicholas 

On rerne morgan, pa se mann aras 7 gefand pret gold prer prer hit 

geworpan wres, pa wundrede he him swa swiik pret he eaU wiOerhypte, 7 

93 ongan to weponne for fregennesse, 7 pancode his drihtene swiOe geornlice 

pret him swa mycel miltse wres on besceawod for his lufan. Geaf pa sona 

his heldesta dohter anum godum men to wife mid rihte wedlace, eal swa hit 

96 gewunelic wres mid cristenum mannum. And refter pam, he ongan swiOe 

geornlice to spyrigenne hwret manne he wrere pe him swa micel to gode 

gedon hrefde. 

99 Ba rredlice eft corn se Godes pegn Nicholaus, wedigollice on niht, 7 

gebrohte pan gode men eal swa micel gold eal swa he rer dyde, swa pret hit 

nan man nyste. SoOlice, eal swa hit dreg wres 7 se man beseah on pret gold, 

lO2 pa ongan he eft to wepone for fregennesse 7 pus cwreo: [p.174] 'Drihten, ic 

bidde pe pret pu ateowige me, synfuUum, hwret he beo pe me swa fela gold 

to hande bringao.' He cwreo eft: 'Witodlice, ic sceal wacian 7 slrep forberan 

lO5 oopret se relmihtiga God me atewige his mildheortnesse hwilc his peowa is, 

pe wunao onmang mannum 7 frero on clrennesse eal swa drihtnes engel.' 

Ba refter feawum dagum, corn se eadiga Nicholaus on niht 7 gebroht 

lO8 eft, pa priddan siOe, eal swa micel gold eal swa he rer dyde, 7 wearp hit into 

pres mannes huse, 7 hit feol swa hlude pret se wrecce mann prerrihtes 

awehte 7 hrredlice uparas, 7 arn refter pan Godes deorlinge, 7 him pus to 

111 cwreo: 'WiOstand hlaford, wiostand! For Gode, ic bid de pe pu me na lreng 

ne forfleo. Soolice, ic hrebbe ofte gebedan to minum drihtene pret ic pe mid 

minum eagnum geseon moste.' 7 he oftoc hine pa 7 gecneow hine peah pe 

114 hit peoster niht wrere, 7 feol niOer 7 his fet cyste, 7 ongan swiOe to 

wepenne. 7 se eadiga Nicholaus him mildelice forbead to donne; eac he 

bred him swiOe georne pret he nrefre ne sceolde hit nanum menn cyoan 

117 hwret he him gedon hrefde pa hwile pe he on life wrere, forponpe he nolde 

hrebben prerof renig lof on pisum life, ac on heofone he pohte him gode 

mede to geearnienne prermide 7 to begytene. 

120 Witodlice, he betrehte hine selfne dreghwamlice pan relmihtigan 

Gode, se pe scyfteo 7 dihteo eaUe pincg swa hwanne swa he wile, 7 swa hu 

swa he wile. 

123 Witodlice, pa pe pis wres eaU pus gefaran, pa wearo se erchebisceop 

dred of pam godan burge pe is gehaten Mirrea; and eal swa pa bisceopes pe 

115 Nicholaus] Nilholaus(?) (corrected by scribe) 
119 geearnienne j>rennide] marked/or transposition 
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St Nicholas: Old English Text 

him under wreron gepeodde pis geherdon, pa ongunnon hi swiOe sarlice to 

126 wepenne, forpanpe he wres eallum mannum leof 7 wurCl for his godum 

geeamungum. Hig gegaderoden heom pa on anre stowe mid eallum heora 

clercum, to pan pret hio wolden sceawigen swilcne man to biscope pe 

129 drihtnes licwurpe wrere. 

Ba wres prer sum arwurpe bisceop betweonon heom: se wres swa wis 

purh pres halgan gastes gife, pret ealle pa oClre bisceopes swa mycel to his 

l32 hrrede abugon, pret swa hwilcne man swa he nremnian wolde to pan 

wurClmente, pone hi wolden ealle hrebban. I>a nolde se bisceop nrenne man 

nremnian pa gyt, ac bebead heom preore dagene fresten, 7 pret hi sceoldan 

l35 biddan mid ealre geomfulnesse pam relmihtigan Gode pret he heom 

ateowde, purh his micclan mildheortnesse, hwilcne man his wille wrere pret 

prer sceolde gefyllan pone stede betwuxan pan apostolan pe Iudas forleas. 

l38 Hi gewrentan pa mid ealre heorte to Criste swylce he om si mynegunge 

wrere of heofone gebodan, 7 breden he ora drihtne (pan pe is ece heorde 

ealre manne) pret he forsceawode heora neode, 7 pret he heom nytwurClne 

141 heorde ateowian sceolde 7 pe his sceap cuCle wel healdan. 

SoCllice, pa pa heo purhwunedon pus on heora gebedum, pa geherde 

se gode [p.175] biscop ane stremne up of heofonum, 7 sea him bebead pret 

144 he sceolde gan to prere cirice gata, 7 pone mann pe he rerest geseawe on 

uhten pider cuman 7 pone hi scolden halgian to bisceope, 7 his name wrere 

gecleopod Nicholaus. Se bisceop pa hit gecydde pan oClrom bisceopum 

147 hwret sea stremne him bebodan hrefde, 7 cwreCl pus to heom: 'Leofe broClra, 

ge sculon biddan anrredlice ures drihtnes miltse her wiClinnen, 7 ic sceal 

prerute geornlice cepnian pret pe us God behaten hreW.' I>a pa he to heom 

150 pus gecweden hrefde, pa eode he ut 7 begemde prere ciricen gate mid 

micelre lufa 7 mid haligre ieapscipe. 

Witodlice, pa pa se uhte time corn, pa efste se halige Nicholaus, 

153 swilce he fram Gode selfe gesrent wrere, retfore eallum oClrum mannum 

toweard prere circan. 7 eal swa se Godes deorlincg corn to prere gate, pa 

gefeng se biscop hine mid his handum 7 axode hine mid mycelre 

156 eadmodnesse hwret his nama wrere. Se Godes man him andwyrde mid 

gastlicere stremne 7 mid niCIer alotenum hrefde, 7 cwreCl pret he hete 

144-5 on uhten] on 'u'hten (initial ti- expuncted) 
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NichoIaus. Se bisceop cwreo pa to him: 'Cum nu, Ieofa ciId, hider mid me, 

159 forponpe ic hrebbe sum ping digeIes wio pe to specone.' 

7 eaI swa hi comen into prere cirican, pa clypode se biscop mid hIudre 

stremne to eallum pan Godes peowan, 7 pus cwreo: 'Sceawiao nu, leofe 

162 broora, pret pret drihten ewreo: Quidcumque petieritis in nomine meo, 

credite quia accipietis & fiet uobis. Dret is: 'Swa hwret swa ge biddao on 

minum naman, gelefeo pret ge hit sculon underfon 7 hit geweoro eow.' 

165 Blissiao 7 fregniao nu forponpe we hrebbeo nu underfangen pret pret we ret 

drihtne gebredon 7 pis is se ilea pe ge ymbe bidden de wreron.' And eal swa 

heo hine geseawen, pa heroden hi ealle mid hludre stremne pres hrelendes 

168 nama, 7 wuldrodon on his mycclan mildheortnesse: biscopes wreron glrede 

forponpe hi mosten begeton swylcne gefera; clereces fahnodon forponpe 

God swiIcne heorde heom geunnen hrefde. Hwret wres prer pa mare, buton 

171 pret hi setton hine on pone bisceopstol his unpanees; 7 he hit lange wiOsoe, 

ac swa peah hio bredon him swa lange pret he heom pres geteogoode, 7 

pone bisceopdom underfeng. 

174 Eomostlice, refter pan pe he bisceop wres geworoen 7 hrefde pone 

wuroment on hande, pa wunede he swa peah refre foro on his micclan 

eadmodnesse 7 on prere ilcan godnesse pe he rer wres to gewunod: he 

177 wacode gelome on his gebedum 7 his licchame he gepinode mid frestenum; 

glredlice he lrerde menn to gode weorce 7 eadmodlice he underfeng pearfan 

widewan 7 stipcildum; 7 ealle pa pe mid earfoonesse wreron geswreinte, he 

180 besorgode, 7 healp heom eal swa hit his agen neode wrere; ricum monnum 

he lrerde pret heo earmum mannum nan ping mid unrihte ne benamen; gif 

he gesawe renige mann befeallen on renige ungelympe, he gebette son a his 

183 uneonesse 7 hine [p.176] mildheortlice gefrefrode. Dus weox his godnesse 

dreghwamlice mare 7 mare, 7 ealle men blissoden of swa gode biscope, 7 

drihten hi ne gestrangode on manigfealdum mihtum. Da wearo he swa mrere 

186 7 swa wurOfull purh Godes wille, pret he mihte gebetan relces mannes 

sarignesse wrere on lande, wrere on sre, 7 he cleopode pone halgan him to 

fultume, prerrihte he hine alesde of ealre his gedrrefodnesse. 

189 Da gelamp hit on sumere tide pret sume scipmen wurdon swiOe 

frerlice bestandene ut on prere sre mid swa micclan storme pret hi wendon 

161 pan] 'pan' 
180 hit] hu(?) (corrected by scribe) 
180 wrere] wrese (corrected by scribe) 
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prerrihtes ealle adrinean; eae hi wreron mid swa micclan eele fomumene, 

192 pret hi ne mihton nan pinge heoras selfos geweldon. 7 eal swa hi wreron on 

swa mieclan earOfoonesse, }'la cleopoden hi ea11e mid hludre stremne 7 }:lUS 

wreron ewe}'lende: 'Eale! pu Godes peowa Nicholre, gif pa pinge syndon 

195 sope pe we ymbe pe geherd habbao, geeyo hit nu on us pret we moton Gode 

paneian 7 pe ures lifes alesednesse.' WitoOliee, onmang pam pe hi pus 

cleopoden, pa ateowde heom an man 7 ewreo to heom: 'le eom her 

198 forponpe ge me eleopoden,' 7 prerrihtes he ongan heom to helpane on 

rapum 7 on mrestum 7 on pan oorum seiptauum swilee he wrere an of 

heom. 

201 Da nres hit naht lange refter pan, pret eall se storm feoll 7 sea sre 

wearo lipe 7 milde purh heora seeppendes bebodu. 7 pa seipmen hreowen 

pa foro mid mieelre blisse, 7 eomen pa hrredliee to prera ilean hrefene pe 

204 heo to woldon. 7 eal swa hio wreron gegan upp on pret land, pa axode hi 

hwrer se Godes pegn wrere Nicolaus. Heom wearo pa geeydd pret he wrere 

inne cirean, 7 heo pres Gode paneoden 7 eode pider inn. Sooliee, hi ne 

207 geeniwen hine nrefre rer, 7 swa peah hi geeneowen hine swa hraoe swa hi 

hine gesawen innen prere eiriee, butan relces mannes treee. Heo feollan pa 

to pres halgan fotum 7 ongunnon ealle to weponne for fagennesse, 7 

210 paneoden him swioe inweardliee pret hi wurpon purh his helpe of deape 

alesde, 7 tealdon him eaU hu heom wres gelumpon on prere sre. 

Da ewreo se eadiga wer to heom: 'Leofe broora, ne wene ge na pret 

213 hit swa gewuroe purh mine mihte, ae God, purh his gewunelieere miltse, 

eow alesde for pam godum geleafan pe ge to him hrefdon. Sooliee, 

dreghwamliee we beoo gesweinte for urum synnum, 7 swa peah gif we 

216 geeerran willao, mid ealre mregne, to ure mildheortan drihtene, sone he us 

gemiItsao 7 alest of eallum pan yfelum pe us an beeymo. And forpon, leofe 

broora, ne wandige naht wel to donne, eadmodnesse to folgienne, 7 

219 wreeeum mannum blioeliee to helponne, 7 gelefeo hu myeel mregn hrefO 

clrene geleafa 7 sopa gebedu to drihtene. Witodliee, ure ealdefreder Adam, 

siooan he wres geworpen ut of Paradyse for his misdreda into pisum 

222 middanearde, nis [p.177] nan pineg gode swa geeweme swa him is relmessa 

gif man hit ne deo na for pisra worulda wuldra.' Dus eadmodliee tihte se 

halige wer heo to Gode weard, 7 let hio siooan fram him gewrendan mid his 

225 bletsunge. 
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Eft, hit gelamp purh Godes forsceawunge, pret mycel hunger wearc1 

on pan lande pe se halige wer onwunode, forponpe pret ungeleaffulle fole 

228 nolde geheran pan rihtan geleafan pe se eadiga Nicolaus heom wres symle 

trecende. Soc1lice, forponp<e> ofteah se relmihtige God heom heora corn 7 

eac ealle oc1re goda swa pret hi nan pingc nrefdon of hwan hi libben mihton. 

231 Da wearc1 prer micel unrotnesse betwuxan pan folee, 7 comen pa rredlice 7 

gesohten pas halgenes fet, 7 breden hine swic1e inweardlice pret he heom to 

drihten gepingode. Da andwyrde se Godes man 7 cwrec1 pret he wolde heom 

234 forepingan, gif hi wolden lufian heora drihten of ealra heortan. Hi cwreden 

pa, mid wependre stremne, pret hen wolden healdon ealle pa ping pe 

drihtene licwurc1e wreron. 

237 Hwret pa, se Godes deorling Nicolaus eode into drihtenes temple, 7 

gebred swic1e geomlice for pret earme folc 7 purhwunode pa swa lange on 

his gebedum, pret man corn 7 cydde him pret prer wrere gecumene wel 

240 manega scipes up ret prere hrefene pe is gecleopod Adriaticum, 7 pa wreron 

wel gehladone mid hwrete. Da se Godes man pis geherde, he eode pa 

swiftlice pider 7 pus cwrec1 to pan scipmannum: 'Eale ge Godes freond, 

243 tyc1ic1 me ane bene pe ic wille bidden ret eow.' Hi andwyrdon 7 cwredon pret 

hi wolde pret blioelice don. Se halige wer cwrec1: 'Dis landfolc is wel neh 

dead of hungre, 7 ic corn nu hider forpan pret ic wolde biddan ret eow 

246 sum ne fultum of eowre come, pret pis earme fole mid ealle ne forwuroe.' 

Hi andwyrdon 7 cwredon: 'Eala pu arwurpe freder, ne durre we na wanian 

pi[s]ne hwrete forponpe me hine mret swic1e nrerulice us an hand ret 

249 Alexandria, 7 we hine sculon eal swa nrerulice on gemeten pres caseres 

peningmannum.' Da cwreo se biscop eft: 'Leofe gebroora, typiao me huru 

of reghwilce scipe an hundred gemitte hwrete gif ge na mare nellec1, pret pis 

252 earme folc furpor ne losige, 7 ic behate eow fullice purh mines drihtnes 

gife, pret ge nrefre pe lresse ne sculon habben ponne ge ham cumac1 7 hine 

betrecen ongean sculon. ' 

255 Witoc1lice, eal swa pa scipmen pis geherdon, hi wreron swic1e 

ofwundredo, 7 pohten hwreper hit refre swa mihte gewurpen 7 ret lresten 

him gelefdon, 7 gecyc1edon him pres pe he to heom gewilnedo. Hi mretan 

226 Eft] Large red initial E 
229 forponpe] forponp sic. 
248 pisne 1 pirne 

90 
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258 him pa upp of reghwilcum scipe an hundrred mihtte hwretes, 7 eal swa 

hrape swa pret wres gedon, swa heom corn god weder 7 mid spedigum 

winde segledon ham to Constantinopole. 

261 Soalice, eal swa heo ham wreren gecumene, pa mreten hi pret corn ut 

of heora scipen; eal swa hi hit underfengon ret Alexandrian, pa funden hi 

hit eal swa full ice swilc prer an corn nrere fram gedon. Hi ongunnon pa 

264 ealle to wepenne for fregennesse, 7 tealdon pa [p.178] eal pres caseres 

mannum hu hit wres geworden, 7 eal swa heo pret geherdon, pa ongunnon 

hi ealle Gode to herigenne mid manigfealdum blitsungum. Eale! Hu 

267 wunderlic pingc we geherdon nu of pisum come, ac mare wunder geweara 

of pan drele pe mid pan halgan were belrefde. Somice, se arwurpe Nicolaus 

todrelde pret corn pe he begeoten hrefde relc man be pan pe he neode hrefde, 

270 7 se relmihtiga God gemanifylte pret litle corn swa swii'Je on his handum 

pret eaU pret landfolc hrefdon genoh of er eall pret gear; 7 eac hi seowan 

heora land of pan ilcan come, 7 hit weox heom to manigfealdum 

273 wrestmum. 

Witodlice, he nolde gepafigen pret renig hrepengeld wrere gewuraed 

on prere scire Licia siMen he wrero gehalgod to biscope, ac he todrrefde 

276 eaU pres deofIes weorc: he afIigde ut of his biscoprice eaUe pa hrepena 

godes 7 eaIIe pa drymen 7 pa wiccen pe he refre ofaxian mihte; eac he 

afyrsede pa scandfulla gydena Diana of pan lande, 7 eall hire wuroment he 

279 todrrefde mid his drihtenes fultume. Da wearo se deofol swii'Je yrre ongean 

pan halgan were Nicolae, 7 pohte fela yfela ping ongean his deorwuroa 

geswince pe he symle geswanc for his drihtnes gewillan. Soolice, he ne swa 

282 nrefre to swincenne ymbe pret earme folc pe se awergode gast hrefde freste 

begripan, oopret he hi alesde of pres deofIes anwealde, 7 forpon, he pohte 

pa sum pingc yfeles ongean pan Godes pegne. 

285 Da corn se deofol on anre nihte to sum urn dreomen pa wreron 

swiolice gelrerde on eaUum yfelum dredum, 7 het heom pret hi sceoldon 

hwretlice gearwian ane cynnes ele pe is gecleopod Mediacon. Soalice, pret 

288 ilce ele is swa mihtig 7 swa strangc, pret swa hwret swa hit ontrecp, 

prerrihtes hit eall forbrerno. Da drymen dydon pa eal swa se scocca he om 

bebead: gearwedon pa rredlice pret ele 7 betrehte hit pan deofIe. 7 se deofol 

291 hine pa selfne gehiwode swylce he an eald wif wrere, 7 for into prere sre, 7 

258 mihtte] mih't'te 
260 winde] written over erasure 
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corn rowende on anum bate to sume scip full mannum pe wolden seean pret 

halige mynster pres halgan Nicholaes mid heora relmessan. Se seueea for 

294 eae swa litellice [swa heo] eac pider faren wolde, 7 cwrei'l pus to heom: 

'Leofa bro(}ra, ic geseo pret ge fundia(} toward pam hlaforde Nicolae, 7 ie 

eac earme wrecce wolde faran mid eow pider 7 his bletsunge hrebban gif ic 

297 nu mihte, ac me strent nu oper neode an, pret ic ret pisum ceare ne mreg 

pider faran. Nu hrebbe ic her an litel ele pret ic wolde prermide lacnian pam 

Godes freond forponpe min gepanc is swWe mycel to him weard, 7 ic bidde 

300 eow, leofe freond, pret ge bringan pis liUe lac to his mynstre, 7 smyriai'l pa 

wages eall onbuton prermide on mine gemynde.' Ba scipmen andwyrdon 7 

sredon pret hi wolden pret bMelice don. Se scucce prerrihtes betrehte pret 

303 manfulle ele, 7 hreow fram heom 7 rredlice ai'lwan of heore gesihpe. 

Soi'llice, pa scipmen ne cui'lon nan pingc [p.179] of pan facne, ac 

reowan he om fori'lwrerd swa swa heo rer dydon mid mycelre 

306 bileh<w>itnesse. And pa pa heo ane liUe hwile gerowen hrefdon, pa 

gesawen heo frerlice an scip ful manna pa wreron swWe fregre gehiwode, 7 

on middan heom eallum, sret an man swWe gelic Nicolao, se ongan heom 

309 sona to acsigenne, 7 pus cwre(}: 'Eale ge goda men, hwret wres pret wif pe 

liUe rer sprrec wW eow?' Ba men him prerrihtes teal den hwret heo sprrec to 

heom, 7 hwret he om betreht hrefde, 7 ateowden him eac pret ele. And he 

312 cwrei'l eft to heom: 'Witodlice, pret wif pe sprec pus to eow, pret wres sea 

unseofulle gydena Diana, 7 gif ge willai'l witen hwret se ele is pe hi eow on 

hande sealde, ponne awyrpe ge hit nu rredlice fram eow ut into prere sre.' 

315 Hi dydon pa hwretlice eal swa heom getreht wres; 7 son a swa pret ele 

toc on pret wreter, pa aras prer upp swWe mycel fyr 7 sea sre brernde lange 

hwile. (Soi'llice, pret wres ongean rihtum gecynde!) And eal swa pa scipmen 

318 pret wunder beheoldan, pa wurdan pa scype swa fyr totwremde regper fram 

oi'lren pret heo ne mihton of cl eo pig en pa oi'lre menn ne eac ofaxien hwret he 

wrere, se pe wW heom sprec. Ac ferde pa fori'l al swa heo rer gemynt 

321 hrefdon, 7 eallum pan mannum pe heo gemetton, hi tealdon hu he om 

gelumpan wres. 

Eac, pa pa heo comen to pan Godes peowe Nicolaum, pa cwreden hi 

324 ealle on anre stefne to him: 'Soi'llice, pu eart se mann pe us ateowdest pret 

306 bilehwitnessel bilehitnesse 
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tacen innen p~re s~. SoOlice pu eart riht Godes peow, 7 fo[r] pinre godra 

geearnunga we wurdon alesde fram p~s deofles costnunge.' 7 pa pa hi pus 

327 h~fdon ges~d, pa tealdom hi him eaU be endebyrdnesse, hu heom 

gelumpon w~s. Ba se eadiga Nicolaus pas pincg geherd h~fde, pa ongan he 

Gode to herigenne eal swa his gewune w~s, 7 l~rde pa men p~t heo 

330 geornlice heo selfe Gode bet~hten, 7 he geaf heom his bletsunge 7 hi foran 

pa mid blioum mode fram him to he ora agena ~pele. 

I>a gelamp hit r~dlice ~fter pon, p~t an scirfolc, pe is gecleopod 

333 Attraiphala, wearo swioe wiOerweard ongean pan casere Constantino, 7 swa 

modige p~t hi noldon gedon him nan p~re gehersumnesse pe ealle oore 

peoda dydon, ac ~fre wiOcw~dan his healice bebodu. Witodlice, eal swa se 

336 casere pis geherde, pa het he beodan ut micel scipferda 7 bebead his preom 

pegnum, p~re nama w~ron pus geclypode, Nepotianus, Ursus, Arpilatio, 

p~t heo foran to pan lande Frigiam 7 steordan p~t folc pe w~s wiOerweard 

339 ongean God 7 ongean him. Hi dydan pa eal swa se case re heom bebead, 7 

eal swa p~t scipferde w~s eal gegaderod, pa ferdon hio foro on pa s~ 7 

h~fde swiOe god weder 7 f~gre s~ on to f~renne. 

342 Ac pa pa hi comen to p~re s~ pe is wiO pan lande pe se hlaford 

Nicolaus onwunode, pa weox swa strang wind ongean he om p~t hi na 

furpor ne mihton, ac wurpen gedrifene into p~re h~fene Adriaticum heora 

345 unpances, 7 eodon upp on p~t land. Sume hi eodon pa to P&t ceapstowe 7 

bereafoden p~r p~t landfolc. 7 eal swa heo p~t unriht dydon, pa wearo hit 

hr~dlice [p.l80] gecydd pan Godes men Nicolao panen of er preom milen 

348 inne p~re burh Patera. Soolice, eal swa hraoe swa he pis geherde, pa eode 

he swiOe efstlice 7 gecneow p~r p~s caseres pry dirlingas, Nepotianum 7 

Ursum 7 Arpilatium, 7 cyste heo 7 pus cw~o: 'Leofa broora, hw~oer come 

351 ge hider - mid sibbe oooe to gefeohte?' Hi andwyrdon: 'Hlaford, mid 

sibbe we comen hider, ac we sculen faren to Frigiam on P&S caseres ~rnde 

7 gebygen p~t wiOerwearde folc to him mid Godes fylste 7 mid pinen, ac 

354 we ne magon nu na furoar forponpe strancg wind us h~fO hider gewrecan. 

Nu bidde we pe, leofe f~der, p~t pu us fultumige mid pinum gebedum, P&t 

we pas pincg to wurolican en de gebringan moton.' Se Godes mann b&d 

325 for] fon 
332 pal red initial p 
332 scirfolc] sciffolc (corrected by scribe) 
339-40 bebead 7 eal swa] written over erasure 
344 furpor] furpon (corrected by scribe) 
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357 heom pa, swiOe eadmodliee, p:et hiD seeoldan gesteoran heora enihtan fram 

:eleere saea, 7 ferdon siMan mid him to p:ere burh Patera p:et hi his 

bledsunge p:er underfengon. Da preo pegnes dydon pa r:edliee eal swa se 
360 biseop heom beb:ed: forbudon p:et geflit 7 dyden p:et :elc man h:efde his 

agen :ehte. 

Witodliee, eal swa pis w:es pus gedon, pa eomen sume men p:er to 

363 pan biseope 7 s:edon pus to him: 'Hlaford biseop, geond me l:et pry iunga 

men to sIege 7 eal p:et foIe sarliee bem:en() p:et pu p:er ne eart, forpon gif 

pu p:er w:ere, ponne noldest pu naht gepafian p:et hit swa gewur()e. So()liee, 

366 heora dea() is deorliee geboht :et pan aldormen, 7 hi biO gedemde to dea()e 

butan :eleen gylte.' Da se eadiga Nicolaus pis unriht geherde, pa bred he 

pan prim pegnum p:et hi seeoldan gan mid him pider; 7 he swa dydon. 

369 7 eal swa hi eomen wiOinne p:ere burh to anum stede se is geclypod 

Leonthi, pa axode se biseeop hw:eper pa preo iunge men leofedon pa get pe 

w:eron fordemde to dea()e. Da burhmen him andsweroden 7 pus ew:edon: 

372 'Efst nu, arwur()e f:eder, swiOe, forpan mid Godes fylste pu finst heo get 

libbende on Dioseheres Str:ete.' 

Se biseop 7 pa pegnes urnen pa swiOe efstliee piderweard; 7 eal swa 

375 hiD eomen to p:ere str:ete p:er pe hi w:eron, pa w:eron hi gel:edde panon. Se 

Godes man axode eft hwider hi w:eron gel:edde 7 me him andswarode: 

'Hlaford, nu me hi l:eda() ut :et p:ere portgate 7 swa for() to p:ere 

378 ewealmstowe pe is geelypod Bisrano.' Da se halige wer p:et geherde, pa 

ongan he eft swiOe to eornenne peah pe he werig w:ere; 7 eal swa he eom to 

p:ere ewealmstowe, pa geseah he pa iunge men sittan on heora eneowan 7 

381 heora eahne w:eron gebundene 7 se ewellere stod mid agotenum swurde 

of er heora bara sweora. Hw:et pa, se Godes deorling Nieolaus arn swipe 

deorfliee uppan pan ewellere 7 abr:ed p:et naeode swurd of his handum, 7 

384 bred p:et he seolde hine ofslean for heom. So()liee, nan p:era ewellere ne 

dorste an word eleopigen ongean his willan forponpe hi wysten ful wel p:et 

he w:es swi()e liewur()e pam :elmihtigan Gode. Se biseop unband pa r:edliee 

387 pa iunglinges, 7 gel:edde hi for() mid him. 7 eal p:et foIe him :efter folgoden 

oM:et hi beeomen to p:es ealdormannes botlan Eustaehii, se pe h:efde :er 

fordemed pa preo [p.181] i unglingles to dea()e. 
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390 7 eal swa se ealdorman geseah }:lone bisceop, }:la eode he swWe 

efstlice ongean him, 7 gegrette hine, ac se bisceop nolde underfangen his 

gretinge, ac cwrei} }:lus to him mid mycelre wrreMe: 'Eale }:lu Godes feond! 

393 Hu drerst }:lu besceawien on minne andwlite }:le }:lus micel yfel hrefst 

gefremmed? Eala}:lu wealhreowesta mann rekes Godes ungemyndig! For 

hwi ne }:lohtest llU hwret }:lret halige writt us bebytt: }:lret we ne sculon na 

396 fordemen rihtwise men to deai}e?' 

Se eorl Eustachius him andwyrde 7 cwreo: 'Hlaford, for hwi }:lreatest 

}:lu me }:lus swii}e? Soi}lice, ic nam naht swa scyldig of }:lisum gylte swa 

399 beoo }:las burh gerefan, Symonides 7 Eudoxius, for}:lon}:le heo bii} refre geare 

men to acwellene.' Da cwrei} se eadiga Nicolaus: 'Eala }:lu gitsere 7 ealra 

manne forcuoost! Ic wat ful wel }:lret Symonides ne Eudoxius ne neddan }:le 

402 }:lret}:lu pas unsceai}ie iunglingles to deai}e fordemdest, ac pu self heo 

beleawdest to deai}e }:lurh }:linre micelan grredignesse pe }:lu hrefst to golde 7 

to selfre. Soi}lice, ic secge pe, pret hit sceal beon gecydd }:lan casere hu pu 

405 todrelst his cynerice, 7 hu }:lu selst unscyldige men to deai}e, 7 hu }:lu 

forstelst his gold 7 his seolfer, 7 ealne pone wuroment pe he self hrebben 

sceolde; 7 refter }:lon pe he pis unriht hrefO geherd, he sceal nimen rihte lage 

408 of }:le.' 

Da se eorl Eustachius pas strange sprece geherde, }:la bred he 

Nepotianum 7 Ursum 7 Arpilatien }:lret heo ge}:lingoden him to }:lan biscope: 

411 7 hi }:la swa dydon mid ealre geornfulnesse. Hwret pa, se Godes mann weari} 

gefrefrod mid }:lres halgan gastes gife 7 ealle his wrreMe }:lrerrihtes nWer 

alegde, 7 for prere pegna bene, he forgeaf pan eorle Eustachio eall }:lone 

414 gylt. 

Soi}lice, refter pisum, eode se biscop ham to prere burh Patera 7 pa 

}:lreo }:legnas retan 7 druncon }:lrer mid him; 7 refter }:lrere gereordunge he 

417 gebletsode heo, 7 swa mid his halgan bletsunge heo him fram gewrendon. 

Hi foran pa mid blioum mode to heora scipe, 7 se eadiga Nicholaus bred for 

he om to drihtene }:lret hi moston sundfullice becuman to }:lan lande Frigiam; 

420 eac he bred swWe inweardlice for }:lret dysige folc }:le wunedo on Frigiam 

}:lret God sceolde awrende heora mod to his willan: 7 drihten geherde 

mildelice his bene 7 ageaf pan }:lrim pegnan gode gewyderu, 7 hi segledan 

423 fori} mid spedigum winde oMret hi becomen into Frigiam mid eallum }:lres 

390 ealdonnanj ealdonman(?) (corrected by scribe) 
399 gerefanj ge'refan' (gewaran subpuncted) 
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caseres here. 7 eal swa raoe swa pret landfole pis geherde, pa srendon hi 

hire bodan to pam preom pegnum 7 cydde heom pret hi woldon hersumian 

426 pan casere eal swa oore peode dydon. 

Ba pa Nepotianus 7 Ursus 7 Arpilatio pis geherdon, pa wreron hi 

swioe blioe 7 pres Gode pancodon 7 pan halgan Nicolao pe heom hrefde to 

429 drihtene swa mildelice gepingod. Hi foran pa of er eaU pret land mid fullan 

grioe, 7 nrenne man ne of slog en, ac geheoldon heore hande ungewremmede 

wiOutan relee blodgyte; hi tobrrecen ealle hrepengeldas 7 mid fyre 

432 forbrernden; 7 upparrerdon Godes lof 7 bebuden pan [p.182] foke pret hi 

fullice forsocen pone deofol 7 eaU his weorc 7 Gode geoffrodon licwuroe 

lac; 7 hi dydo[n] eal swa heom beboden wres. 

435 Witodlice, eall swa pa preo pegnas hrefdon gesett pret land swa swa hi 

hit hrebban wolden to pres caseres wuroscipe, pa gewrenton hi ongean to 

Constantinopole. 7 sona swa se casere Constantinus geherde pret hi prer neh 

438 wreron, pa eode he ut of prere burh mid micclan foke ongean Nepotianum 

7 Ursum 7 Arpilationem, 7 underfeng hio mid micclan wuroscipe. Se 

casere gewuroedo hi pa swioe 7 gelufedo hio swylce hi his agene cild 

441 wreron, 7 eall pret fole blissode for heora sige 7 eac pe swiOer pret hi 

nrefdon prer nrenne mann of slag en. 

Ba wreron prer sume yfele gepancode menn pa pe hrefdon micelne niO 

444 ongean pa pri pegnes 7 pohten swiOe geornlice hu hi mihton heora 

wuroscipe gelitlian 7 hi mid eaUe fordon. Hi eodon pa on sume drege to 

pam aldormenn, Ablauium, se wres hegost 7 mihtigost under pan casere, 7 

447 ongunnon hi to wregenne mid mane gum leasungum. 7 ret laste hi sredon on 

heom pret hi wreron ymbe pres caseres swicdome, 7 pret sceolde hrredlice 

wuroon cuo eaUum mannum. Ba se aldormann Ablauius pis geherde, he 

450 wearo swioe ofwundrad 7 heom naht ne gelefde. Hi noldon swa peah 

forlretan heora yfelnesse ac budon him gold 7 seolfor 7 feola oora 

gersumen, 7 gewrenton hine swa to heora manfulnesse 7 to prera unsceaoira 

453 manna swicdome. 

Ablauius eode pa into pan casere swike he swiOe sarig wrere, 7 pus 

cwreo to him: 'Eale pu min deorewuroe hlaford, warne pe nu rredlice wio 

456 pine preom pegnum pe pu srendest on pinre rernde to Frigiam. Soolice, hi 

prenceo dreg 7 niht ymbe pinne swicdom, 7 hio behateo micelne rice relc 

434 dydon) dydol 
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prere manne pe heom prerto fultumian willad.' Da cwred se casere: 'Be 

459 hwan wast pu hit swa sodlice?' Se manfulle Ablauius cwred: 'Hlaford, ic 

hit geherde of he ora agenum mannum on niht prer prer hi hit stillice 

runedon betweoxen heom.' Hwret, se casere him sodlice gelefde eal swa 

462 his eldestum 7 deorwurdestan mannum, 7 het pa rredlice nimen Nepotianum 

7 Ursum 7 Arpilationem, widuton relce gylte, 7 on cwrerterne bescufan 7 

prerinne freste belucen. 7 hit weard pa swa gedon. 

465 Sodlice, eall swa pa forsredon wregeres geaxoden pret pa pegnes 

wreron gesette on quarterne 7 nreron pa gett of si age ne, pa wreron hi swWe 

sarige, 7 comen eft rredlice to pam manfullum Ablauium 7 brohten him 

468 micelne lac, 7 pus cwredon to him: 'Hlaford, for hwi leton ge libben eowre 

fynd swa lange pret hi nreron prerihtes of slag one? Wen de ge pret ge mihton 

pus godne ende don on heom buton ge hi mid ealle of slog en? Sodlice, 

471 buton hio prer ad or wurdon fordon, hit eow sceal sare hreowan, 7 ponne ge 

lrest wenad, ge sculon wuroon beswicone.' Da wearo Ablauius swWe yrre 7 

eode to pan casere 7 him pus to cwred: 'Hlaford, pa preo cnihtes pe pu hete 

474 don innto pam cwarterne, hy nelleo [p.183] get swa peah forlreton heora 

unrred, ac wrended swioe geornlice dreges 7 nihtes to he ora rredgifen, 7 

biddao pret heo on pe frerlice behrreson 7 pe ofslean.' Hwret pa, se casere 

477 wrerd swa yrre swilce he his agene dead retforen him geseage, 7 het pa 

rredlice acwellan pa preo unsceadige cnihtes. 

Da se Ablauius pis wunder geherde, pa wean) he swWe blide, 7 srende 

480 to Hylarianum, pe bewiste pret cwarterne, 7 het him pret he hrefde geare pa 

pri cnihtes onsundrig fram oorum mannum pret he hio pres oores nihtes 

dearnelice ofslean mihte. 

483 Witodlice, eal swa Hilarianus pis geherde, pa weard he swWe sarig 7 

arn toforen to pan cwarterne 7 cwred to pan cnihtum mid micclum wope: 

'Walawa pret ic eow refre refre geseah! Walawa pret we sculen todreg beon 

486 swa sarlice gesundrode!' Da axoden heo for hwan hio swa sprecon. 

Hylarianus heom andwyrde 7 cwreo pret prer wres frerlice gecuman word 

fram pan casere pret heo sceolden beon of sI age ne pres ilcan nihtes: '7 

489 forpan ic bidde eow pret ge forestihten eowre pingc pa hwile pe ge first 

hrebbeo, pe lres ge willeo ponne ge ne magon.' 

Sodlice, eal swa pas cnihtes pis ne grimlicne cwide geherden, pa 

492 cwreoon hi mid micelre gimerunge: 'Walawa! Hwa geherde refre pus 

mycele grimnesse, pret we sculon nu sweltan eal swa utlages 7 pret we ne 
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moton nanre ladunge beon wuroeT Da onmang pret heo swa sarig wreron, 

495 pa bepohte Nepotianus, se repela cniht, hu se eadiga Nicolaus alesde pa prio 

iunge cnihtes fram para manne hande pe heo ofslean woldon; 7 eal swa he 

pis bepohte, pa gebred he hine to drihtene mid wepindre stremne 7 pus 

498 cwreo: 'Hlaford Crist, help us earmingum 7 geher ure bene for Sreintes 

Nicolaes geearnunga, pines peowen, 7 ales us fram pes swurdes ecge eal 

swa pu alesdest pa preo cnihtes for his lufan ret Patera, prere burh, prer per 

501 pe we onloceden. Drihten, we gelefao soolice, peah pin peowa her ne be 

lichamlice mid us, swa peah he mreg beon gastlice swa hwrer swa he wile, 7 

purh pinre gife, he mreg helpan eallum pan pe him to cleopieo mid godre 

504 heorte: 7 pu, hlaford God, help us nu purh his bene.' Dus bred Nepotianus 

him to Gode, 7 begen his geferan foro mid him, 7 refre hio cleopoden mid 

wependre stremne, pus cwepende: 'Hlaford Sancte Nicolae, help us 7 

507 geteooe us pret we pe gett geseon moton 7 pine halige fett cyssen.' 

Da gelamp hit on prere oore niht, pret se casere 7 Ablauius gesawen 

begen ane gesihoe on swefone. Dam casere puhte pret se eadige Nicolaus 

510 come to him 7 pus wres cwepende: 'Constantine, for hwi hete pu don pa pri 

unsceadige men on cwarterne 7 heo to deaoe fordemdest? Aris nu rredlice 

7 hat heo alesan; and gif pu elles dest 7 me swa forsihst, ic bidde pone 

513 heofonlicen casere pret he arrere uppon pe micel gefeoht 7 lreton pe prer 

be on of slag en 7 agifen pin flresc deorum 7 fugelum.' Da cwreo se casere: 

'Hwret eart pu, swa dyrstig man, pret pu come nu into me on pisum time 7 

516 me swa openlice gepreatestT 'Ic eom se synfulle Nicholaus, erchebisceop 

on Mirrea.' [p.184] 

7 mid pisum wordum he gewrente to Ablauium 7 him pus to cwreo: 

519 'Du witlease mann, hwilc neod wres pe pret pu forwregdest pa preo 

unsceadige cnihtes to deaoe? Aris nu rredlice 7 do pret me heo lrete ut of 

pan cwrerterne; 7 gif pu pis ne dest, ic bidde pone heofonlicne cyningc pret 

522 he lrete pinne lichame wyrmum to mete 7 eallum pan mannum pe pe to 

langiao sculon eac sweltan on sarlicum deaoe.' Ablauius cwreo mid 

dreorigum mode: 'Hwret eart pu pe me pus openlice preastT He cwreo: 'le 

525 eom Nicolaus, archebisceop of Mirrea.' 7 mid pan ilcan worde, he 

gewrende fram him. SoOlice, refter pisum, wearo se casere aweht 7 se 

manfulle Ablauius eal swa, 7 he ora regper oorum his swefen rredlice arehte. 

528 7 sona swa hit dreg wres, pa het se casere lredan pa preo cnihtes ut of pan 

cwarterne: 7 hit wearo /:la swa gedon. 
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Hi wurdon pa nrdlice gebrohte retforan pan casere, 7 eal swa he heo 

531 geseah, ~a cwreo he to heom mid mycelre wrreoore: 'Secgeo me mid 

hwiIcum wiccecrrefte geswregnten us to niht on swefene?' Witoolice, eal 

swa heo ~as sprece geherdon, ~a wreron hen swioe ofwundrode 7 ne geafan 

534 him nan andswrere. Se casere cwreo eft: 'Geopeniao us eowre drycrreftes!' 

Nepotianus ~a andwyrde ane for heom eallum, 7 ~us cwreo: 'Hlaford 

Constantine, to sooan ~inge we ~e secgao, ~ret we nane wiccecrreftes ne 

537 cunnon, ne nrefre nane ne geleornedon. Eac, we nabbao geworht nan ~rere 

gylte ongean ~e ne ongean ~inum foIce pret we sceolden fore deaaes 

sweltan.' 

540 Se casere cwreo: 'Cunne ge renigne mann ~e hatte Nicolaus?' Soolice, 

eal swa hraoe swa hi geherdan nremnian Nicolaum, swa hiD ahofen upp 

heora handa 7 mid hludre stefne cwredan: 'Gebletsod si ~u drihten, ~u pe 

543 helpst eallum ~an ~e on ~e frestlice gelefao: ~u help us eac nu 7 ales us of 

~eosum leasungum ~urh ~ines ~eowan geearnunge Nicolaes, eal swa ~u 

hulpe ~an ~reom iunglingan on ure gesihOe.' Se casere hen gestilde ~a, 7 

546 het hen openlice secgan hwret hen mrenden 7 hwret se Nicolaus wrere. 

Da ongan Nepotianus to tellanne ~an casere eall be ~an halegan 

Nicolao: hu hi comen to him 7 hu he ~a iunge cnihtes alesde of deaoe; 7 hu 

549 bilehwit man he wres on godnesse; 7 hu hen ealle pa niht to him cleopoden 

7 hu mildheortlice he hrefde heom pa geholpen. Hwret, pa se casere wearo 

swioe ofwundrod eal swa he ~as sprece geherde, 7 cwreo to heom: 'Farao 

552 nu rredlice to ~an Godes ~eowa 7 ~anciao him 7 eac Gode, pe eow ~urh 

hine alesde, 7 bringao him ~as lac of minre healfe to Cristes penunge.' Dret 

wreron twegen gyldene candelsticcan 7 renne gyldene hnrepp mid pan 

555 deorcynnestum gymmum gefrretwod, 7 ane Cristes boc eal besmided mid 

deorwuroan golde 7 mid gimstanum gesett; 7 his gewritt foro mid pan lace, 

bidden de ~an Godes menn ~ret he him gemiItsode to ~an ~ret he him refre 

558 ma gehersumian wolde, 7 for him to drihtne gebiddan 7 for his rices 

sundfulnesse. 

Heo dydon ~a eal swa se casere he om behead: foren to ~an hlaforde 

561 Nicolaum. 7 sona swa heo hine gesegen, hen feollan niOer to ~rere eoroan 7 

cysten his fett mid micclan [p.185] wope, 7 pus wreron cweoende: 'Eale ~u 

530 he heo] heo he sic. (marked/or transposition) 
554 candeisticcan] cahdeisticcan (corrected by scribe) 
555 gefrretwodl -f- written over erasure. 
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The Old English Life of St Nicholas 

Godes freond Nicolae! SoOlice, pu eart to herigenne of ealre manne mu()e 

564 forponpe pu eart ealre manne helpind on sre 7 on lande. Somice, purh pe we 

sind alesde fram dea()e to life.' Heo tealdon him pa eaU be endebyrdnesse 

hu hie hrefdon gefaren 7 geafen him pres caseres lac 7 his gewrit. 7 eal swa 

567 he pis geherde 7 geseah, pa hof he upp his handa to heofonum 7 ongan to 

herigenne Gode, pus cwepende: 'Micel eart pu, hlaford God, 7 micel is pin 

mihte, 7 pin wisdom nrem nan getrel. Du eart welig on eaUum pingum 7 pu 

570 ane eart ealre manne heorte.' 

So()lice, eal swa he pas pingc gesred hrefde, pa bewende he hine to 

pan prim cnihtum 7 bodedu heom lange stude ymbe Godes rice 7 lrerde heo 

573 hu heo sceolden drela he ora rehte prerfum, 7 hu hio sceolden libben heora lif 

on pissere worulde. Hwret pa, butan eal swa se eadiga wer hrefde his sprece 

geendod, pa let he heo padian 7 sceran of he ora side locces pe heom wreron 

576 on gewexane inne pan cwearterne 7 scydde heo siMan eall mid niwen 

scrude, 7 het heo pa faren ongean mid sibbe to pan casere Constantine. 

Da cnihtes dyden pa eal swa se Godes mann heom bebead: foran pa 

579 ongean to prere burh Constantinopolim, blitsigende on drihtene 7 on pone 

halgan Nicolae. 

578 bebead] written over erasure. 
580 balgan] written over erasure. 
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